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Executive Orders EO 12988

Executive Order 12987 of January 31, 1996

Amendment to Executive Order No. 12964

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.), and to facilitate the work of the Commis-
sion on United States-Pacific Trade and Investment Policy, it is hereby or-
dered that Executive Order No. 12964 of June 21, 1995, is amended (i) in
section 1(a) by inserting in the second sentence ‘‘up to 20’’ in place of
‘‘15’’, and (ii) in section 2(a) by inserting in the first sentence ‘‘about De-
cember 31, 1996,’’ in place of ‘‘before February 1, 1996,’’.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 31, 1996.

Executive Order 12988 of February 5, 1996

Civil Justice Reform

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, and in order to improve access to justice for all persons who
wish to avail themselves of court and administrative adjudicatory tribunals
to resolve disputes, to facilitate the just and efficient resolution of civil
claims involving the United States Government, to encourage the filing of
only meritorious civil claims, to improve legislative and regulatory drafting
to reduce needless litigation, to promote fair and prompt adjudication be-
fore administrative tribunals, and to provide a model for similar reforms of
litigation practices in the private sector and in various states, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Guidelines to Promote Just and Efficient Government Civil Litiga-
tion. To promote the just and efficient resolution of civil claims, those Fed-
eral agencies and litigation counsel that conduct or otherwise participate
in civil litigation on behalf of the United States Government in Federal
court shall respect and adhere to the following guidelines during the con-
duct of such litigation:

(a) Pre-filing Notice of a Complaint. No litigation counsel shall file a
complaint initiating civil litigation without first making a reasonable effort
to notify all disputants about the nature of the dispute and to attempt to
achieve a settlement, or confirming that the referring agency that previously
handled the dispute has made a reasonable effort to notify the disputants
and to achieve a settlement or has used its conciliation processes.

(b) Settlement Conferences. As soon as practicable after ascertaining the
nature of a dispute in litigation, and throughout the litigation, litigation
counsel shall evaluate settlement possibilities and make reasonable efforts
to settle the litigation. Such efforts shall include offering to participate in
a settlement conference or moving the court for a conference pursuant to
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